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"If the delay is to be condoned
mechanically on the ground of administrative
exigencies, then in almost all cases the court has
to condone the delay. That is never the
intention of the Supreme Court while laying
down the law of condoning the delay on the
ground of administrative exigencies."

1996(1)RLR Page 714

"It is settled law that if an appeal is not
presented with the period of limitation, it creates
a right in favour of respondent and, therefore,
when that right is subjected to be negated, it
should not be based on reasonable grounds. A
party seeking condonation of delay in filing
appeal beyond the period of limitation must
satisfy the court that there was sufficient cause
for not preferring the appeal within the period of
limitation. In that regard, much differentiation
would not be made between the Govt. or a
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private party. Considering the variety of
activities, Govt. is engaged and the ultimate
sufferer on account of dismissal of appeal being
the public, there may be difference of degree of
proof required by the Govt. and the private
party to establish sufficient cause but that would
not or cannot relieve the Govt. from alleging
and proving sufficient cause for delay. The
Govt. is not required to give reasons and
proving for each day's delay but has to allege
and prove overall cause for the entire period.
The Govt. cannot get over the delay simply
because it is Govt., bonafide steps taken by the
officer of the Govt. in filing the appeal is if
stalled by the procedural rigmarole, inter-
departmental wrangling or time taken for
decision making would constitute a sufficient
cause for condonation of delay. But if there is
utter lack of sense of responsibility, dereliction
of duty, failure to decide priorities and
deliberate inaction on the part of the Govt.
servant, procedural delay could not be ground
for condonation of delay. In such a case, Govt.
would be well advised to take proper steps
against the erring officer but that would not
constitute a sufficient cause. In the present
case, there is complete lack of material
particulars as to why the delay has been caused.
A bald statement that there was delay in
granting sanction would not constitute a ground
for condonation of delay."
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