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prescribed an elaborate procedure for the sale of abadi land which require filing an
application for purchase, publication of notice, disposal of objections and then public
auction of the land at which every intending purchaser gets equal opportunity for
making the purchase. In view of the uncontroverted averments in the petition it must
be accepted that no auction atleast as required by these Rules was held by the Gram
Panchayat. That apart equal opportunity to all intending purchasers to purchase any

-\ public property is also the requirement of Article 14 of the Constitution. Since the

| distribution of the State largess cannot be made arbitrarily by any public functionary,

the sale of this land to respondents no. 4 and 5 is, therefore, clearly invalid. This being
so and the petition having been admitted for hearing in the year 1979 there is no
occasion to decline interference even in such a situation on the ground of existence of
an alternative remedy. As already indicated there is a clear violation not only of the
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