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by Rars 09.08.11 & faffa B 2 [ : “The Act should not be allowed to be

misused or abused, to become a tool to obstruct the national development and
integration, or to destroy the peace, tranquility and harmony among its Citizens.
Nor should it be converted into a tool of oppression or intimidation of honest
officials striving to do their duty. The nation does not want a scenerio where 756%
of the staff of public authorities spend 75% of their time in collecting and

furnishing information to applicants instead of discharging their duties « & 5
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0310.2012 & Jg U f&m, fd 3g@R “ The question whether CIC acting
under the RTI Act 2005 was right in denying information regarding the personal
matters pertaining to service career on the ground that the information sought
was qualified to be "personal information” as defined in clause (j) of section 8(1)
of the RTI Act, came up before the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in the case of
Girish Deshpande vis CIC. in that case CIC had held that the information which
has been denied to the appellant essentially falls into two parts- (i) relating to the
personal matter pertaining to service career; and (ii) Shri Lute’s assets and
liabilities, movable and immovable properties and other financial aspects and
further heid that this information qualifies to be "the personal information as
defined in clause (j) of Sec. 8 (1) of RTI Act and the appellant has not been able to
convince the commission that disclousure therof is in larger public interest.

Said decision of CIC was challenged before the Hon'ble Supreme Court of
India. Hon'ble Supreme Court, while dismissing the said petition vide order dated
03.10.2012 had held that the performance of an employee / officer in an
organisation is primarily a matter between the employee and the employer and
normally those aspects are governed by the service rules, which fall under the
expression "personal information,” the disclosure of which has no relation to any
public activity or public interst. On the other hand, the disclosure of which would
cause unwarranted invasion of privacy of that individual offcourse in a given case.
if Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer or the
Appellate Autherity is satisfied that the larger public interest justifies the
disclosure of such information, appropriate orders could be passed, but the
petitioner cannot claim those details as a matter of right. It was further held by the
Hon'ble Supreme Court that the petitioner in the reffered case has not made a
bonafied public inteest in seecking information, the disclousure of such
information would cause unwarranted invasion of privacy of the individual under

section 8 (1) of the RTl Act.”
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