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“ 1 6-A. Conlfiscation of the means of conveyancé.- (1) Whenever an offence
punishable under this Act is committed, any means of conveyance used in the
commission of such offence shall be liable to confiscation.
(2) Where any means of conveyance referred to in sub-section (1) is seized in
connection with the commission of any offence punishable under this Act, a
report of such seizure ‘shall, without unreasonable delay, be made by the
person seizing it to the Competent Authority and whether or not a
prosecution is instituted for commission of such offence, the Competent
Authority, having jurisdiction over the area where the said means of
conveyance was seized, may, if satisfied that the said means of conveyance
was used for commission of offence under this Act, order confiscation of the
said means of conveyance:
Provided that before ordering confiscation of the said means of conveyance a
reasonable opportunity of being heard shall be afforded to the owner of the
said means of conveyance and if such owner satisfies the Competent
Authority that he had no reason to believe that such offence was being or
likely to be committed and he had exercised due care in the prevention of the
commission of such an offence, the Competent Authority may not confiscate
the said means of conveyance:
Provided further that where such means of conveyance is owned by the
Central Government or any State Government or any of their undertaking, no
order of confiscation of such means of conveyance shall be passed by the
" Competent Authority and the matter shall be referred to the State
Government by the Competent Authority for making such orders regarding
means of conveyance as the State Government may deem fit:
Provided also that before ordering confiscation under this sub-section, the
owner of the means of conveyance referred to in sub-section (1), may be
given an option to pay, in lieu of confiscation, a fine not exceeding the market
price of such means of conveyance:
Provided also that an owner of a means of conveyance shall not be given
option under the preceding proviso, if he had been given option under that
proviso at an earlier occasion.

(3) Whenever any means of conveyance as referred to in sub-section (1) is
seized in connection with commission of an offence under this Act, the
Competent Authority shall have, and notwithstanding anything contained in
any law for the time Sigin@aiure idfiect, Tribunal or other authority
shall not have, jurisdiction to with regard to the possession,
delivery, disposal or rBligitedlysi eyenaia e.

(4) Where the Comp%gf% égg&%‘g‘é? L ﬁiyolpmion that it is expedient in
public interest or for t & benefit of it ner that the means of conveyance, as
referred to in sub-section (1), seized rerlcommission of offence under this Act
be sold by public auction, he may at any time direct it to be sold.
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(5) Any order of confiscation made by the Competent Authority shall not
prevent the infliction of any punishment to which the person affected thereby
is liable under this Act.”.
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