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I. Power of Reference should be exercised within a reasonable time The invocation of the power
after inordinate delay and after unreasonable length of time would be illegal and void-

2007 RBJ 31, RRT 717, RRD 620
5. Exercise of power of refrence after 35 years is arbitrary, unreasonable and unjust

RBJ 2005 438, RRD 669
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3. Refrence cannot be made after inordinate dealy. Further, State cannot be permitted to resort

various provisiond for achieving the same result, 2005 RBJ 600 HC

4. Exercise of power of reference after unreasonable length of time i.e. 30 years would be unjust,
arbitrary and unreasonable 2005 RBJ 435, RRD 713 HC

5. Refrence after 33 years- Not justified 2003 RBJ 402, RRD 447

6. Reference after delay of 46 years is void and illegal 2010 RBJ 688
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