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The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980

2. Restriction on the dereservation of forests or use of forest land for non-forest
purpose — Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the time being force
in a State, no State Government or other authority shall make, except with prior approval
of the Central Government, any order directing —

(i) that any reserved forest (within the meaning of the expression “reserved
forest” in any law for the time being in force in that State) or any protion

thereof, shall ceased to be reserved.

(ii) that any forest land or any portion thereof may be used for any non-forest
purpose;
Chapter-II of Reserved forest

3. Power to reserve forest: The State Government may constitute any forest land
or waste land, which is the property of State Government or over which the State
Government has proprietory rights, or to the whole or any part of the forest produce of
which State Government is entitled, a reserved forest in the manner hereinafter provided.

The State Government shall publish a notification in the official Gazettee
specifying definitely, according to boundry marks erected or otherwise, the limits of the
forest which is to be reserved, and declaring the same to be reserved from a date fixed by
the notification.
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