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Section 8 provides for the general rules of succession

applicable to the devolution of the property of a male Hindu
dying intestate.44 The property devolves firstly, on the heirs
specified in Class | of the Schedule; if there is no heir of Class |,
then, on the heirs specified in Class Il; if there is no heir in any of
the two classes, on agnates and if there are no agnates, then
upon the cognates of the deceased. Section 9 provides for the
order of succession among the heirs in the Schedule. Section 10
provides for the distribution of property among heirs in Class | of

the Schedule in the following terms:



“10. Distribution of property among heirs in class | of the
Schedule.—

The property of an intestate shall be divided among the
heirs in class | of the Schedule in accordance with the following
rules:—

Rule 1.— The intestate’s widow, or if there are more widows
than one, all the widows together, shall take one share.

Rule 2.— The surviving sons and daughters and the mother of
the intestate shall each take one share.

Rule 3.— The heirs in the branch of each pre-deceased son or
each pre-deceased daughter of the intestate shall take between
them one share.

Rule 4.— The distribution of the share referred to in Rule 3—

(i) among the heirs in the branch of the pre-deceased son shall
be so made that his widow (or widows together) and the
surviving sons and daughters gets equal portions; and the
branch of his predeceased sons gets the same portion;

(ii) among the heirs in the branch of the pre-deceased daughter
shall be so made that the surviving sons and daughters get equal
portions.”

In terms of Section 10, the division of property of an intestate
among the heirs in Class - | is governed by the four Rules
extracted above. They stipulate that

(i) the widow or if there is more than one all of them together
shall take one share;

(i) the surviving sons and daughters and mother shall each take
one share; and

(iii) heirs in the branch of each pre-deceased son or each pre-
deceased daughter take between them one share.

Class-I of the Schedule is in the following terms:

“Son; daughter; widow; mother; son of a pre-deceased son;
daughter of a pre-deceased son; son of a predeceased daughter;
daughter of a pre-deceased daughter; widow of a pre-deceased
son; son of a predeceased son of a pre-deceased son; daughter
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of a pre-deceased son of a pre-deceased son; widow of a
predeceased son of a pre-deceased son; [son of a predeceased
daughter of a pre-deceased daughter; daughter of a pre-
deceased daughter of a pre-deceased daughter; daughter of a
pre-deceased son of a pre-deceased daughter; daughter of a
pre-deceased daughter of a predeceased son].”

Iugad HH H BH AMG WARgd el $
F=Tifdhd geeial &1 Sootd fhaT S Sferd |Hsd 2 Sl

EXATd UhROT § rdiaeff & uer o1 arfad a2

SUPREME COURT OF INDIA- Arunachala Gounder (Dead)
By Lrs. — Appellant Versus Ponnusamy And Ors. — Respondent,
Civil Appeal No. 6659 of 2011, Decided on : 20-01-2022

(A) Hindu Succession Act, 1956 — Sections 14 and 15 — Female
Hindu succession — Right of a widow or daughter to inherit self-
acquired property or share received in partition of a coparcenary
property of a Hindu male dying intestate is well recognized not
only under old customary Hindu Law but also by various judicial
pronouncements — If a property of a male Hindu dying intestate
is a self-acquired property or obtained in partition of a
coparcenary or a family property, same would devolve by
inheritance and not by survivorship and a daughter of such a
male Hindu would be entitled to inherit such property in
preference to other collaterals. (Para 66)
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